
 

 
 

Dementia Harborough Newsletter, June 2020 

 June is busting out all over...  
And now you can, with caution, bust out to meet family 

& friends in your garden . 
 Dementia Café News 
 Supporting Our 
Members 
 Volunteers’ Week 
 Singing for Memories 
 Queens Award 
 Support & Information 
Services 
 Theatre & 
Entertainment 
 In Memory of…. 

 

Courtesy of The Daily Telegraph 
Dementia Harborough meetings remain suspended during the lockdown.  But 
Normal Service Will Be Resumed As Soon As Possible – and we are still here for 
you.  Meanwhile, keep safe: we hope all members, volunteers, trustees and 
their families stay well.  

 

 
Supporting our Members 
During these difficult times we are very aware that we have been unable to 
provide our members with the usual ace-to-face activities, friendship and 
support that are normally associated with our meetings.  We have also missed a 
number of trips which we had planned. 
 
To try to fill the gap during lockdown we have been keeping in touch with our 
current members by phone, and have also delivered to them puzzle books and 
puzzles to help them to stay occupied.  We are most grateful to NFU Mutual for 
their donation of over £3,000 from their Coronavirus support fund which has 



covered the cost of this, and our future lockdown plans.  A Harborough Mail 
article on this can be seen by visiting: - 
https://www.harboroughmail.co.uk/news/people/dementia-harborough-
receives-ps3000-boost-local-company-2846048. 
 
In addition, we have received a very generous £1,006 from St Peters Lodge, 
Market Harborough and The Leicestershire and Rutland Masonic Charity 
Association.  And a number of donations in memory of members and friends of 
Dementia Harborough who have sadly passed away. 
   
We greatly appreciate these contributions as such difficult times. 
 

 
Volunteers’ Week:     The first week in June is usually 'Volunteers Week', which in 
normal circumstances is a chance to recognise and celebrate the contribution 
millions of people make across the UK through volunteering. 
Unfortunately, this has had to be cancelled due to the coronavirus pandemic, but 
we didn't want to let the opportunity pass to recognise and thank our amazing 
volunteers at Dementia Harborough.  So, we would like to give a very big 
 SHOUT OUT  to: - Mark, Irene, Neil, Jackie, Sue, Gail, John, Jenny, Ian, 
Kathleen, Debbie, Julia and Simon. 
Thank you for giving up your time and for your support. 
  We really couldn't manage without you!   
 

 

Are you missing ‘Singing for Memories’?  
Try Kyle Newman’s excellent Leicester Musical Memory Box Facebook page. 
(https://www.facebook.com/WolseySingers/).  Broadcast on Monday and 
Wednesday afternoons, plus Friday morning - these lively online sessions are well 
worth joining. 
Furthermore, Kyle is now loading helpful, fun videos onto a new YouTube 
channel 'Leicester Musical Memory Box'.  Watch and sing along to round-songs 
and partner-songs.   Kyle will also load a 'request' song for you to sing along with 
her - please just message her! 
Kyle is also looking at using this livestream facility to continue the regular live 
streams she is already doing but without the need to be on Facebook. 
Subscribe to the channel, please.  Once there are 1000 subscribers, the service 
will be even better, so encourage friends and family to subscribe too – IT’S FREE! 
www.youtube.com/channel/UCtBEx8t05wCFQcMfjtKTB_g 
 



 
 
 
Kyle features in The Harborough Mail - you can read it by visiting: 
https://www.harboroughmail.co.uk/news/people/harborough-singer-working-
non-stop-entertain-and-support-people-dementia-during-coronavirus-lockdown-
2545829. 

 

 
Queens Award for Voluntary Service 2020 
Last year we were thrilled to be nominated for this award (thanks Nic Tate-
Bohannon!), which is regarded as the ‘MBE for Voluntary Groups’.  The 
nomination involved the completion of a very lengthy and probing form which 
required full details of what we do and how we do it.  This was followed up with 
a face-to-face interview with Andrew Granger, one of the Deputy Lieutenants of 
the County of Leicestershire, with recommendations then going forward to the 
national committee. 
 
The 230 winners of the award were announced on 2 June and unfortunately we 
were not successful this year.  Our congratulations go to all the winners and 
especially the three from Leicestershire - Hinckley Concordia Association, 
Leicestershire Search and Rescue, and Mountsorrel and Rothley Community 
Heritage Centre. 
 
We remain very proud of our group, and would like to thank all our Volunteers 
and Trustees, and most of all our Members, for making us what we are.  We are 
very much looking forward to getting back to ‘normal’ as asoon as we can! 

 

 
Support & Information Services  
Looking after your mental health in lockdown     Alzheimer’s Organisation offers 
5 useful tips for carers to look after your mental health during coronavirus 
https://email.alzheimers.org.uk/57EL-7F9G-062DTPZZF3/cr.aspx. 
 
Support Groups You may recall we highlighted that Neil O’Brien MP has an 
excellent, comprehensive list of regional and local groups, by village, on his 
website: https://www.neilobrien.org.uk/coronavirus.  
For those South of the border, Daventry MP, Chris Heaton-Harris,  provides a 
helpful collection of reference point covering Northern Northamptonshire: 
https://www.heatonharris.com/coronavirus-advice.  



 
Theatre & Entertainment 

Courtesy of The Daily Telegraph 

 
For some entertaining memories!     Along with memories of going out 
somewhere special, you might find the video on our website  prompts memories 
of things from the past: www.dementiaharborough.org/memories-video. 
 
Jackie Bass, after sorting cupboards in lockdown, writes: 
“Hi, fellow lockdown friends. 
If you are getting a little bored of this lockdown of life as we know it, perhaps you 
would allow me to pass on something I have found puts a smile on my face and 
that is MUSIC and rediscovering your archived music collections. Whilst sorting a 
cupboard I had long avoided, I came across a big box of dusty LP’s and cassette 
tapes, Did I still have the equipment to play them? Yes, must have, of course I 
have, in the loft (I throw nothing away). 
So, I started to enjoy my find. The LP’s had wonderful colourful artwork covers, 
loads of info on the sleeves and backs. Though some of the vinyl was scratchy 
and wobbly, they still brought back the joyful memories of the day we bought 
them and how we loved that artist in the day and how we wondered, would we  
ever see them one day on the DuMont.   
The cassettes were recordings of the radio’s Top of the Pops from the year dot - 
how we longed to see what was TOP that week, would it be one of our 
Favourite? (Adam Faith perhaps!). 
So l wallowed for days in Frank, Nat, Matt, Ella etc, etc, even the one I drove my 
Mum mad so many years ago with -Tommy Steele’s “Little White Bull“: I loved 
Tommy! 
So, I urge you to dig out your personal music collections, soak up the nostalgia, 
have a little jig around the kitchen, turn up the volume and ENJOY the MUSIC.” 
 



Curve Theatre Trips 
Following the recent cancellation of our trip to see Maggie May I’m sorry to 
inform you that the production will not be rescheduled. 
 
Whilst we are not sure when theatres will reopen (Curve have indicated they will 
not reopen prior to 1st November) we will look to recommence any suitable trips 
as and when we are able.  

 

 
 
In Memory of Lost Members and Friends 
 
With great sadness we have heard that the following have passed away: 
 
 Alan Mason - with sympathies to Creusa and family 
 Tony Massey - with sympathies to his wife Aileen and daughter Sally 

But on a brighter note     We would like to extend our best wishes for a speedy 
recovery to anyone who has been unwell, including Ludmila and Maureen. 

 

 

 

 

 

If you have news items to contribute? Contact Keith Dobell on 07500 338336 
or email him on newsletter@dementiaharborough.org 

Dementia Harborough 

Registered Charity No. 1167885 

www.dementiaharborough.org 

 

We are sending you this Newsletter because you have said that you would like to receive it.  If 
you change your mind please let us know by emailing admin@dementiaharborough.org or 
phoning Keith on the above number. 

 


